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Abstract: [Objective] The Mahu Sag, a pivotal, hydrocarbon-rich depression within the Junggar Basin, hosts the
Permian Fengcheng Formation, a primary source rock interval widely regarded as a key “sweet spot” target for shale oil
exploration. Unlike the well-studied depocenter and northern slope of the Mahu Sag, the Southern Mahu Sag represents a
marginal lacustrine facies. Although possessing distinct source rock quality, organic matter (OM) occurrence, and paleo-
environmental evolution, the underlying genetic mechanisms remain poorly constrained. [Methods] To address this, this
study integrates organic petrology, molecular geochemistry, and stable carbon isotope analyses on 33 mudstone and shale
samples from 12 wells in the Southern Mahu Sag. Systematic tests were conducted to comprehensively evaluate the
geochemical characteristics and hydrocarbon generation potential. These included determination of the total organic carbon
(TOC) and total sulfur (TS) content, Rock-Eval pyrolysis, measurement of vitrinite reflectance (R,), chloroform bitumen
“A” extraction, gas chromatography—mass spectrometry (GC—MS) of saturated and aromatic hydrocarbons, and analysis of
the carbon isotope compositions of extracts and fractions. [Results] The results indicate that the OM abundance of the
Fengcheng Formation source rocks in the Southern Mahu area generally reaches “good” to “excellent” levels. However,
affected by the dilution of terrigenous detritus and transport effects, the OM is predominantly mixed Type II-III kerogen,
contrasting significantly with the Type I-II OM typically found in the Northern Mahu area. The samples are generally
within the peak oil-generation window (R,>0.8%). [Conclusions] After rigorously assessing and calibrating the thermal
maturity effects on source-related parameters (e.g., Pr/Ph, f-carotane, and ETR), multi-proxy analysis confirms that the OM
mainly originates from lower aquatic organisms, such as algae and bacteria, with limited input from higher terrestrial
plants. Regarding the depositional environment, the study area primarily evolved in a saline lacustrine slope setting,
characterized by dual control of endogenous chemical precipitation and exogenous terrigenous detrital input. The water
column exhibited weak reducing and high-salinity conditions. [Significance] This study (i) elucidates the material basis of
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the Fengcheng Formation source rocks as a “saline mixed sedimentary” shale oil enrichment zone in a marginal facies, (ii)
reveals the depositional heterogeneity compared to the sag center and northern slope, and (iii) provides a theoretical
foundation for expanding shale oil exploration in the Junggar Basin.

Keywords: Junggar Basin; Southern Mahu Sag; Fengcheng Formation; source rock evaluation; biomarker
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Fig. 1 Regional location, structural units, and major well locations of the Mahu Sag in the Junggar Basin

(a) Regional location map of the Mahu Sag, Junggar Basin (Qu et al., 2025); (b) Structural units and major well locations in the Mahu Sag (base

map modified from Dang et al., 2024)
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Fig. 2 Composite stratigraphic column of the Mahu Sag and Well MH6 in the Junggar Basin

(a) Generalized stratigraphic column of the Mahu Sag, Junggar Basin (Dang et al., 2024); (b) Detailed stratigraphic column of Well MH 6
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Table | Measured results of total organic carbon (TOC) content, total sulfur (TS) content, and Rock—Eval pyrolysis for mud shales from the

Southern Mahu Sag

eSS JFS BE/m TOC/% TS /% R./% Tw/C_ S Kmglg) S (mglg) Sy (mgl/g) HU(mg/g) O (mglg) (SHSTOC  S)S:
MN49  MH2 51353 141 020 108 440 043 1.39 1.24 98 88 1.29 L12
MN50  MH2 51383 143 070 LIl 440 0.34 1.36 1.33 95 93 119 1.02
MN84  MH6 52625 081 019 L12 442 021 0.56 0.73 69 90 0.95 0.77
MN90  MH7 46283 081 0.0 098 431 0.75 .19 0.71 146 87 2.38 1.68
MN92  MH7 46257  L17 037 096 424 221 2.68 0.9 229 77 4.19 2.98
MNS  MH9 44956 213 176 095 437 0.58 9.51 0.68 447 32 4.74 13.99
MN9  MH9 45001  2.61 131 097 439 5.82 10.79 0.75 413 29 636 14.39
MNI2  MH9 45318 241 041 1.02 439 247 8.58 0.68 357 28 4.59 12.62
MNI3  MH9 45389 140 025 1.03 442 0.24 271 0.68 194 49 2.11 3.99
MNI4  MH9 45438 138 004 1.04 446 1.09 3.83 L11 278 81 3.57 345
MNI31  MH9 45700 2.3 077 1.08 438 1.02 6.34 1.08 298 51 3.46 5.87
MNI9  MH9 45787 148 178  1.04 442 0.95 3.84 1.37 259 92 323 2.80
MN25  MHI2 50430  1.63 093 087 442 045 171 L11 105 68 1.33 1.54
MN26  MHI2 50440 170 085 087 446 0.61 3.17 1.17 186 69 222 271
MN29  MHI5 48535  1.84 159 086 429 2.65 3.16 1.41 172 77 3.16 224
MN32  MHI5S 48637 129 168 080 425 0.92 2.11 1.74 164 135 2.35 1.21
MN35  MHI5S 48804 130 170 086 422 0.97 1.58 1.34 122 103 1.97 1.18
MN37  MHI5 49477 135 104 096 449 0.76 1.37 119 102 88 1.58 115
MN42  MHI6 43055  1.56 007 088 440 0.33 330 1.42 211 91 232 232
MN53  MH20 53061 120 082 115 413 0.35 0.75 2.98 62 248 0.92 0.25
MN54  MH23 50075 090  1.60 104 443 0.33 1.04 1.34 116 150 1.53 0.78
MN55  MH23 50085 1701  1.00 104 443 1.01 3.88 0.93 228 55 2.87 4.17
MN63  MH24 48583 123 128 113 423 1.14 1.64 1.91 133 155 226 0.86
MN64  MH26 42453 240 005 080 443 0.50 8.89 0.97 370 40 391 9.16
MN68 ~ MH26 42660 223 078 100 435 0.12 9.26 1.04 415 47 4.20 8.90
MN70  MH26 42693 186 006 097 441 091 3.98 1.29 214 69 2.63 3.09
MN7l  MH26 43197 264 106 090 441 117 9.52 117 361 44 4.06 8.14
MN72  MH26 43235  1.61 157 101 428 1.00 5.16 0.73 321 45 3.83 7.07
MN85 ~ MH27 48383 080 157 087 423 0.51 112 1.09 139 136 2.03 1.03
MNS8  MH27 49333 119 137 093 430 0.75 2.78 0.68 234 57 2.97 4.09
MN89  MH27 49370 186 204 096 431 0.13 6.07 0.59 326 32 333 10.29
MN95  MH29 48479 110 143 101 416 0.59 1.2 1.26 109 115 1.63 0.95
MN97  MH29 48528  1.03 168 1.01 429 0.24 1.65 1.21 161 118 1.84 1.36
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Fig. 3 Characteristics of maceral compositions in mud shales from the shouthern Mahu Sag, Junggar Basin

(a) Inertinite under fluorescence; (b) Inertinite under reflected light (showing cellular structure, same field of view as Fig. 1a); (¢) Vitrinite under

fluorescence; (d) Vitrinite under reflected light (same field of view as Fig. lc); (e) Telalginite under fluorescence (yellow fluorescence); (f)

Telalginite under fluorescence; (g) Lamalginite under fluorescence; (h) Lamalginite under fluorescence

34 HEYREWIFE
341 EMRIE. REREF R MR

WFFEAE 1 s BT (3 2) SR, IE R Be S i L
Iy ATTE BN n-Coy ) n-Cuoo RUIR ZH 10 S 45 11 A4 e K
e K B T A 8 S 1) Bk DG B 45 B0 (CPD 43 A R AR 488
Jg ¥ —, CPlypa 43 A1 7E 1.00~1.23 2Z Ji], SF-3 4 1.08,
CPl,3(Qiao et al., 2024) % 4ii 7E 0.92~1.26, F ¥
1,090 2) o oAb, Bl i S5 A ) K A 2R B i
= ¥ L (B (TAR; Peters et al., 2007) 43 15 £F 0.09~0.92
Z [a, F ¥R 051; n-C/n-Cy L {H A 0.85~10.12
CF ¥1 28 2.19) ;5 YLK /iF it K BUAH ) 7 & L6 (Pag;
Ficken et al., 2000) 4 0.59~0.79(3F-1 4 0.71) ; ¥ ik
£ (ACL) K 25.78~27.04, V-3 26.34, p-H 3 %
(m/z=125) 1) & B2 W 3, H 5 n-Cp 19 HUAE (B-5H
BN BE/n-Con) I T 0~11.14 Z [f], SE1 % 2,95, #H
W2 N, TS M0 R R o — 3, i
i Jt (Pr) FIAE %t (Ph) & H b de 5 & 19 24 43, Pr/Ph 4
F 0.51~1.62, F#H 0.97( & 42, K 4bD) . Pr Al
Ph A X F AH 4B 1E #4 %6 5% 19 & JE {8 (Pr/n-C,; F1
Ph/n-C,5) 7351 A 0.45~3.86 1 0.34~3.25,
342 kAR A7)

TE m/z=191 Jit £ €4 335 [&] b &6 2 8% 28 46 5 ) &

G (% 3) . Jit A Rl S8 Y Co—Cy = BRI 452
(TT) . TEsE4E =FRmELert, I Cy B Cy) 4507 i 5
1 38 R T Cos B Cos 4140 ) 52 338 U8 35 (5] 422,
4b@) . ¥ =B A (ETR) [(CHTT+CyTT) /Ts]
75 A, 95 B 8 K (Peters et al., 2007), 4 T 0.64~23.54
Z 0], ¥R 7.30058 3) o ZH0RE il R Coy DU IR o2
(Tet) 19 & AL T Cypy = IRMEREM Cy = IFilE L, H I
B2 E F Co = B b (] 42, 4b@), CpiTet/CyTT
Fl CuTet/Cy TT HLAH 43 1 4 0.08~2.18(F- 5 4 0.41)
H10.15~3.65(°F¥5°4 0.79) .

BF R i A R I AG: Y Cy—Cas (B 2k Co) ZE 2 R
G, AL Z R R R SR AR . R e R AR A
SEHE (H % i 2 8 R BE (] 4a@), 4bQ) o L Ah, il
ol e = R A, 5 Cy 2 K (0 FE (R 0.07~1.34
CE¥H0.28)(%£3) .
343 G EALEW

T m/z=217 FT A5 B A Hr, A S
Koth 8 ke RANE Y . Hi, Cy ke & & s
(38%~61%), Ca £ BE K Z (339%~49%) , Cy; {5 5t T
IR (5%~22%) (|8 4aB), 4b3)) o 5 aoaCy
Bt 20S/(20S+20R) L B #5452 3k, 1 [ iy 0.40~0.52
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Table 2 Biomarker parameters of alkane hydrocarbon for mud shales from the Fengcheng Formation, southern Mahu Sag, Junggar Basin,
China

iS5 WE/m  PyPh  Pn-C;; PhWn-Cy CPlh, CPlyy n-Cio/(n-Cytn-Costn-Cy;)  TAR  Paq S-#H% Mi/m-Cow  ACL

MN49 MH2 51353 1.25 1.18 1.23 1.08 0.99 0.64 033  0.71 1.95 26.36
MN50 MH2 51383 1.30 1.10 1.20 1.10 1.02 0.57 034 072 1.32 26.34
MN84 MH6 52625  0.77 1.01 0.93 1.06 1.05 0.74 024 0.76 0.05 26.07
MN90 MH7 46283  0.97 1.43 1.37 1.08 1.03 0.25 0.67 0.79 1.78 26.08
MN92 MH7 4625.7  0.84 1.22 1.30 1.07 1.09 0.20 091 0.73 2.06 26.28
MNS MH9 44956 0.95 1.57 1.22 1.10 1.13 0.55 038 0.74 5.10 26.07
MN9 MH9 4500.1 0.83 2.63 1.95 1.16 1.25 0.33 0.60 0.71 8.95 26.38
MN12 MH9 4531.8  0.87 2.09 1.60 1.13 1.15 0.36 0.75 0.65 6.81 26.70
MNI13 MH9 45389  0.93 0.87 0.73 1.07 1.13 0.32 092 0.59 9.66 27.04
MN14 MH9 45438  0.81 0.70 0.59 1.07 1.13 0.32 092  0.59 5.36 27.04
MN131 MH9 4570.0  0.77 1.19 0.89 1.07 1.13 0.32 092  0.59 3.20 27.04
MNI19 MH9 4578.7  0.67 1.01 0.68 1.14 0.92 0.45 035  0.77 2.71 26.05
MN25 MHI2  5043.0 1.02 1.17 0.97 1.14 0.92 0.45 035  0.77 2.38 26.05
MN26 MHI2  5044.0 1.03 1.15 1.01 1.08 1.16 0.70 033 0.66 5.34 26.58
MN29 MHI15 48535  0.51 1.61 0.93 1.08 1.16 0.70 033 0.66 5.33 26.58
MN32 MHI15  4863.7  0.87 1.01 0.87 1.02 1.05 0.39 0.48 0.76 2.18 26.02
MN35 MHI15  4880.4  0.75 1.14 0.87 1.04 1.05 0.38 053 0.74 1.79 26.15
MN37 MHI15  4947.7 1.50 0.99 1.35 1.08 1.12 0.35 0.81 0.61 0.92 26.78
MN42 MHI16  4305.5 1.62 0.83 1.23 1.07 1.14 0.51 037 0.74 0.82 26.16
MNS53 MH20  5306.1 1.08 1.38 1.20 1.08 0.96 0.94 0.16 0.78 0.50 25.92
MN54 MH23  5007.5 1.06 2.62 2.26 1.07 1.13 0.48 0.60 0.64 0.53 26.72
MNS55 MH23  5008.5 1.11 0.90 1.00 1.02 1.08 0.38 0.54 0.72 1.99 26.25
MNG63 MH24 48583  0.72 2.01 1.49 1.05 1.05 0.38 055 0.74 1.47 26.27
MN64 MH26 42453 1.30 1.03 1.16 1.08 1.09 0.32 0.61 0.74 0.10 26.22
MN68 MH26  4266.0  0.94 1.66 1.28 1.11 1.20 0.89 036  0.62 4.09 26.84
MN70 MH26  4269.3 1.23 3.86 3.25 1.23 1.26 0.65 031 0.76 0.82 26.09
MNT71 MH26  4319.7 1.14 0.95 1.13 1.01 1.08 0.31 0.47  0.79 0.88 25.78
MN72 MH26  4323.5 1.02 1.82 1.84 1.06 1.17 0.38 0.65 0.66 11.14 26.52
MNB85 MH27 48383  0.77 1.01 0.93 1.05 1.08 0.75 022 0.79 1.79 25.98
MNS88 MH27 49333  0.57 0.45 0.34 1.00 1.01 0.25 0.70  0.74 0.69 26.25
MN89 MH27  4937.0 1.00 0.76 0.53 1.09 1.10 2.36 0.09 0.74 0.09 26.29
MN95 MH29 48479  0.86 1.77 1.37 1.07 1.09 0.42 0.53  0.70 2.89 26.46
MN97 MH29  4852.8  0.98 1.25 1.10 1.04 1.02 0.47 043  0.72 2.67 26.33

CPlyy o RIBE ARSI BRI ST R CPLyys— P K BEIE M BERE AU RIS A B TAR—HRE I S A8 4/ 7K AR B2l e A ) LUAEL; Paq—U0K AR M KAL)
i s ACL—IEMbefe P18k K

(#3), Cy %% app/(opproaa) HIHEZ K T 0.5(0.39 ~ 344 FEH1%E
0.56, -0 0.51) . BEAM, KR &L b I8 BRI 32 1% 3= TE 50 AT RE TR RS T B — R B Z IR SR A Y
BE 22 8 b 5 T2 S e (£ 3) . (El5). I8 FEAFELE (m/iz=128) . H I %
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Fig. 4 Distribution of partial mass chromatograms of the aliphatic fraction in representative samples

(a) Sample MN49; (b) Sample MNS55

(m/z=142) . BOK (m/z=154) . LHEZE+ W I 25 (m/z=
156) . = H 3 25 (m/z=170) Al )Y B 3 25 (m/z=184) .
SR LG R s+ 3B R+ T
W (m/z=168) . 2 (m/z=166) . H 3£ %) (m/z=180) , —
HIFWEWY (m/z= 184) . FE (m/z= 178) . B 5& — 2% Jf- g
Wy (m/z=198) . W HEIE (m/z=192) . Z FEFE+ I B JE
(m/z=206) . = H FEIE +2 FL JE +H B JE +C,-FE (m/z=
220) . =95 A 85 ke (m/z=231) LA Je F 66 = 55 7% 5 e
Hl Cyy =55 75 W1 55 52 (m/z=245) o FH T 45 7% i S5
Y A B 1 A 5 B LHPI=(E M+ ik Id+6- 53
Fh-1-57 0 FE-2-F 3L 25 ) /1,3,6,7-PU FH 3£ 2% van Aarssen
et al., 2000) ] F 5 55 4 ¥ 2 8 [HPP=A43 4 /(& M + R
ik ¥ ); van Aarssen et al., 2000143 51 & 0.03~1.95(
Y174 0.23) 1 0.02~0.66(F-35K 0.31) (£ 4)
35 WHmREME

5 VR 25 il 4 R HLE 4 43 ik [ 462 2 (00 R
fiE, BT Sk A5 BT R V5 R R B 45 4 4L 56 ek M Bk b 2%
LT 3E kTR A R B A A 43 S I AR
KoL AR B U BT R IR AL 2 (6°C) Ml E
(FR4), R A AR Y i 84K 6°C 4340 T —29.5%0 ~

—26.5%0( V-1 8 —28.1%0) o 5 41 53 Wik [R) 3 & 43 17 52
B IEE Y 438 0, I i AL B 6RC A A T
~30.1%0~—27.3%0( - 35 1 —28.7%0) ; 75 FF }& 1) 5°°C 43
A T =28.7%0~—25.6%c( “V-¥20-27.4%0) ; AEIE 1) 6°C 43
i F —28.8%0~—26.2%0(F ¥ N —27.4%0) ; Wi H KL 1)
OVC J3 A T —28.9%0~—24.2%0( - 14 1 —26.5%0) .

4 i
41 BRHEN SR AETEH

W 5% AR B 8 5 b BR AR 22 PP A O 36 ) (SY/T
5735—2019) ([ ZK GE I J& , 2019), >k ] TOC & & .
S8, LA Wi d A7 F B xR IR A A LR
AT AR o 2 b X RO 4 4 VR A AT LR R
JE RIS, ZHORE AL T AT & BT I,
i B B A R W I Ak (5] 6a. 6b) o SR, T
B VT M 9 50k 0 AT 5 W EE A b B B . B BT AR
J 5 2 (R) MR 45 R KT 0.8% (3R 1), &8 53K i
A B e e IR (T, BT 435 °C, B P 258
435 °C, BEARFE - AT LT AL T B AR i s 0 Ak By
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Table 3 Biomarker parameters of terpanes, hopanes, and steranes for mud shales from the Fengcheng Formation, southern Mahu Sag, Junggar

Basin, China

e S VR m ((C::Ei %ZTTTT/ %A’;TT/ ((Z:Z{ETT/ %JTeTt/ ((3:24TTeTt/ ﬂgEBiiEﬁ/ ;:;.ii;‘f ) C]C;é/z . ;;%fmr Caoff§ B/ ;é’?;fé; ot Coltls Cosh
C,Tr) 2 R bl bt e WS SISTR) e ™ migsss PP osa0r
MN49 MH2 51353 0.9 0.8 050 133 015 028 724 134 066 0.09 0.34 0.54 049 13 42 46
MN50 MH2 51383 040 022 053 121 008 0.5 550 082 020 0.08 0.40 0.55 051 11 42 47
MNS4 MH6 5262.5 033 020 049 126 018 040 632 020 041 0.16 021 0.56 052 13 49 38
MN90 MH7 46283 0.2 020 050 122 033 063 2019 020  0.50 0.04 0.26 0.55 0.48 9 41 50
MN92 MH7 46257 0.09 021 050 113 027 054 2074 018 051 0.05 0.28 0.55 049 10 42 48
MNS MH9 44956 0.17 017 048 121 046 085 404 010 057 0.07 0.19 0.42 045 13 37 50
MN9  MH9 4500.1 0.6 022 046 124 061 098 1463 027  0.56 0.05 0.23 041 047 22 34 44
MNI2 MH9 4531.8 0.1 019 050 150 036 057 7.81 015 054 0.04 027 0.46 0.47 9 39 52
MNI3 MH9 45389 0.14 017 048 144 047 067 729 007 054 0.06 0.19 0.44 046 17 37 46
MNI4 MH9 45438 0.14 020 051 139 046 072 689 010  0.54 0.04 0.22 0.48 047 12 39 48
MNI31 MH9 45700 0.15 025 046 103 047 094 585 018 055 0.05 0.25 0.50 0.47 8 40 52
MNI9 MH9 45787 0.3 026 042 101 023 050 1420 018 047 0.06 0.32 0.55 050 10 43 47
MN25 MHI2 5043.0 0.3 0.19 0.60 125 0.17 028 458 038 048 0.11 0.29 0.55 049 17 34 49
MN26 MHI2 50440 0.09 020 0.64 131 017 028 429 037 046 0.10 030 0.54 052 17 34 49
MN29 MHI5 4853.5 0.12 025 048 104 035 062 1604 021  0.50 0.05 0.23 0.54 049 11 43 46
MN32 MHIS 48637 0.10 020 044 096 026 062 1816 019 051 0.05 0.36 0.55 048 12 41 47
MN35 MHIS 48804 0.10 021 043 106 026 059 2354 022 049 0.04 0.20 0.56 049 12 42 47
MN37 MHIS 4947.7 022 021 041 108 047 110 137 021 054 0.05 0.39 0.54 051 13 34 53
MN42 MHI6 43055 0.10 0.16 046 119 038 076 172 008  0.56 0.05 0.18 0.43 040 12 36 52
MN53  MH20 53061 039 022 053 127 009 018 1293 063  0.14 0.12 025 0.55 050 10 43 47
MN54 MH23 5007.5 033 022 046 127 218 3.65 112 043 056 0.02 0.34 0.54 0.48 7 35 58
MN55 MH23 5008.5 0.14 021 049 139 034 057 505 011 052 0.06 037 0.53 048 18 37 44
MN63 MH24 48583 0.16 020 051 111 017 035 1007 053 026 0.07 0.36 0.56 0.49 9 40 sl
MN64 MH26 42453 025 020 044 121 111 245 230 017 057 0.03 037 0.39 0.45 5 39 56
MN68 MH26 42660 0.15 0.18 045 123 033 075 1230 019 053 0.06 0.31 0.39 0.46 9 40 51
MN70 MH26 42693 031 027 047 107 135 3.3 064 020 057 0.03 037 0.46 0.47 5 33 6l
MN71 MH26 43197 0.10 018 042 107 032 066 074 008 0.6 0.03 0.26 0.46 0.46 6 33 6l
MN72 MH26 4323.5 011 021 050 126 031 057 088 007 056 0.04 0.33 0.39 046 11 47 42
MNS5 MH27 48383 0.17 021 053 121 032 059 095 030 051 0.05 0.30 0.55 0.49 9 40 sl
MNS8 MH27 4933.3 0.09 026 056 102 025 046 084 014 049 0.04 0.24 0.55 049 16 39 45
MNS9 MH27 4937.0 026 0.16 041 092 017 057 089 030 044 0.22 0.34 0.53 050 10 45 44
MN95 MH29 48479 0.11 0.9 050 1.02 018 039 096 029 040 0.05 031 0.56 0.49 9 42 49
MN97 MH29 4852.8 0.14 018 053 099 012 025 097 024 037 0.08 031 0.56 0.50 9 43 48

TT—=FFike; Tet—PUIRRELE; ETR— R =il b Lb (H

Bt (Peters et al., 2007) . ZINRAG 2] T AE W br B Y48 ARE B8 W T s A B R A, Cy 7 B A
B B 743 EDAIE - 76 AR Ak i B, Co B 655 08 B9 Cyp 2206 A9 22S/(22S+22R ) 1. Bifl 1l 384 B FH 5 P A= 40 A
00020S/(20S+20R ) Fl app/( aca+afp) Lt {H I fifi $4 AL [ 22R 4 Y ] 228 44 B EE AL, I B KOl T 7 i
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Fig. 5 Distribution of partial mass chromatograms of the aromatic hydrocarbon fraction in representative samples

(a) Sample MN49; (b) Sample MN50

(Peters et al., 2007) . 5 55 Hb XA & (14 £ be 53 44 L 45
G Cyyp 78 5t 5 46 AL 48 BOUL T35 317 518 (& 6c.
6d), [l iy H EEJE 8 4. R ZRILMH . FEIL % . B Ik
# (MPI, MNR, F,, F,) % 35 7 J& iU 46 4 (8] 6e,
6f) LA K it 7 7 e U B 4 bR 5 BE T A S U R
FHOG K R A T35 20 9 45 8508 AR S 9 % [ VR e =
0.60x Fl 3L FE F5 %' (MPI-1) +0.40; MPI-1=1.5x( 3-F1 %&
3E (3-MP)+2-H £ 3E (2-MP) ) /(FE (P) +9-H1 2 JE (9-
MP)+1-H JEFE(1-MP) ) ] — SR 01, 35 5 1l X XU 4H
RIRAAIEC S8 A AN B, IEA T AR
Vg, BRI AERT . HEEENE, 5
o b b X PRI ZH AH X 8 ARG 1 80 5 B AR HE (Gao et all,
2018), F g b X Ak T 44 i DR IX, A i) AR AL R
JE AT R 23 % #8428 Wy A W) 2 80 (40 Pr/Ph, ETR. -
BB N BEAE ) B SR IR 1R A B S0 A S N 2 i (Peters
etal., 2007), X I TE 5 26 09 A= W ok U5 5 B B8 1°F e
WA IR 7%t IS AR ) R
42 BHREREBIFE
421 Sk B A B 5 0 IEHE

BB ZE 43 43 A B R, 3 M DXXU I 2R R Y
A LT 2 AR B RS B AR L, S A
Ak gz JRR (B 3), W R 1A AL T A= U5 LA 1A
PSR R ) AR K A A Y o B R A A
YR TTERAR XA BR, A HLB S RIDL T — 1T ALK &
SR, AR 5 A S 8 & F8 B0 (HD 5 5 = $4ff 0 J
(Toa) KRR EILL K TOC it SIS & i1 (S) X R
B 7) s, K4 B wi 3 6 10— 784 T g AR
DI, S BRI X T B AR 2 A 2 DL T — T AR A
S, HeEA 5 A R 77 (Pepper and Corvi, 1995) .

PP P ) T g I R 32 U T B IR R AR AR A 0 1
117 A2 32 5 1 o A 1 AR AL R . B A R AR
FAVEAT, T8 AR v i & S o e i Ak o 1R s HE
SR BB A HLT A HILRR AR, S 00 i T 4%
fiE o #5r TOC 5 5K (<2%) B BE i, Ho3 R 2 50
Al BE 27 2 9 3 RN B P, S B0 HI AN
(Qiao et al., 2024) . 5l [ 4™ 4 K& 5T %500 AR 1)
SR, 45 A AL o REAE, DAk 35 R XA BIL T
SR TR ALY T AL ML) .
422 kB iAFIR M IENE

S 4 1 B B e (n<20) F2 BOR VR T s o . ek
ol 7 U A A, G 3 0w D B TR AT AR A BORK 13
B, AL 43 5 48 7 B 40 B Y A2 U 5Tk (Qiao et al.,
2021b) o BFFEHE M 2 ] B n-Cy, U, HZ
BORE i B 8 B AT B PG 5 (CPL, T 404 1.08)
HE— 25 SCREA LT 3 SR R F #2540 A (Qiao et al.,
2024) o ULAL, B SR DU 9 SRR BE IR L BUERRG 2%
DA R FEBe S A& 1, ok 6 28 55 0 o i SR ) e ik
ML T /2 9F (Peters et al., 2007) .

FE TP AR S i E R B AR (21<<n<<25) h, 5T
FE S DL n-Cyy Oy W o SR IR 5 B 28 5O & Al
T 25 25 22 W) (Qiao et al., 2024) DL K 7K Az # 85 Fiik
7K IR 3 45 K A= R RUAE ) (He et al., 2020) . K 5% 1IE#4
BEdE (n=26) 5 B LA n-Cye hy F2 W RR A FEAE , 15 /1 Fifi
TR 5 S5 A W) W 69 4 VR 5T Wk (Pearson and Eglinton,
2000) o CPLy 5 H T X 4345 HL )5 ok U . 38 % AN
CPLy 54 /N T 5 FIR T 5 43 Sl 48 7 /K A v A5 A 0 5 ki
B B 45 K ) 0 i A (Bechtel et al., 2013) o #F 9% i %
i 32K Y CPLy 5y 1] iME — 25 46 75 A HIL I v Ja K 5 2
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Table 4 Biomarker parameters of aromatics and 6"°C values of mud shales from the Fengcheng Formation, southern Mahu Sag, Junggar Basin,

China

= -= VY

FEGSS JFS W HPT HPP ggé/lf,zs’;-ég l%%ﬁﬁg (L <2150J§%/ B %3%%6/17?7 VR, IEDD WIS I TR

HAE) e S o-FIFEAE) o-FIHLTE) PHE DU L2 07°C/%o0 0"C /%0 0"°C /%0 0"°C /%0 6"°C /%o
MN49 MH2 5135.3 0.10 0.45 -0.21 -1.28 —-0.09 -1.81 0.01 2.18 1.32 272 -278 -262 265 252
MNSO MH2 5138.3 0.13 0.22 -0.22 -1.28 —-0.09 -2.00 0.01 2.10 1.31 272 -27.6 -25.6 -264 254
MN84 MH6 5262.5 0.57 0.17 -0.21 -1.13 —0.04 -1.89  0.01 2.01 1.27 -29.0 -29.7 -27.7 273 242
MNO90 MH7 4628.3 0.07 0.50 —0.28 -1.38 —0.06 -1.68  0.01 1.99 1.21 -289 -293 275 -—27.1 252
MN92 MH7 4625.7 0.09 0.65 -0.19 -1.25 —-0.06 -1.58  0.03 2.12 121 -292 -292 =276 272 273
MNS MH9 4495.6 0.05 0.58 —0.28 -1.13 —-0.01 -1.51 0.01 1.69 1.21 -265 -28.0 -26.7 -262 258
MN9 MH9 4500.1 0.07 0.52 -0.27 -1.16 -0.02 -1.52  0.01 1.59 1.16 —28.7 -294 -27.8 -27.0 —26.8
MNI2 MH9 4531.8 0.03 0.26 -0.29 -1.16 —-0.02 -2.02  0.01 1.53 1.17 280 -287 -27.6 -275 268
MNI3 MH9 4538.9 0.06 0.35 -0.35 -1.13 -0.07 -2.01 0.01 1.62 1.01 -27.7 -284 -273 -27.1 2638
MNI14 MH9 4543.8 0.08 0.66 -0.27 -1.03 —0.06 -1.55 0.01 1.60 097 274 -28.0 -264 272 258
MNI131 MH9 4570.0 0.10 0.65 -0.26 -1.18 —-0.08 -1.53  0.01 1.64 1.07 -282 -289 275 -273 274
MNI9 MH9 4578.7 0.10 0.54 -0.24 -1.26 —-0.08 -1.71 0.00 1.79 1.03 -28.7 -29.1 -28.1 -28.1 -27.0
MN25 MHI2 5043.0 0.09 0.53 -0.26 —1.44 —-0.05 -1.62  0.01 1.95 123 280 -29.1 -27.8 -27.0 -25.7
MN26 MHI2 5044.0 0.04 0.39 -0.27 —1.48 —-0.05 -2.08  0.01 1.95 126 -282 -288 -27.7 275 273
MN29 MHI1S5 4853.5 0.09 0.31 -0.23 -1.24 —0.08 -1.98  0.01 1.81 1.14 -293 -29.6 —285 -28.6 —289
MN32 MHI1S5 4863.7 0.08 0.26 -0.23 -1.26 —0.08 -2.23  0.01 1.85 1.06 -29.0 —293 -—28.1 —28.0 —26.6
MN35 MHI1S5 4880.4 0.10 0.19 -0.23 -1.26 —-0.07 -2.20  0.00 1.83 1.08 -29.5 -30.1 -28.7 -—288 -27.5
MN37 MHI1S5 4947.7 0.08 0.22 -0.17 —1.08 —-0.07 -2.25  0.00 1.85 1.02 -28.6 -29.0 -28.0 -27.8 -26.6
MN42 MHI16 4305.5 0.37 0.21 -0.07 -0.86 —-0.09 -1.44  0.02 1.61 093 -28.0 -287 -279 -279 -278
MNS3  MH20 5306.1 0.14 0.23 —0.08 -1.00 -0.01 -2.11  0.01 1.79 140 -276 -27.6 -27.1 -27.1 -27.0
MNS4 MH23 5007.5 1.95 0.02 -0.20 -1.15 —-0.03 -2.04 0.01 1.71 1.07 -282 -29.0 -27.0 -274 264
MNS5 MH23 5008.5 0.06 0.28 —0.14 -1.13 —0.08 -2.13  0.00 1.83 1.01 -27.1 -273 -26.6 —26.7 —26.1
MN63 MH24 4858.3 0.08 0.25 —-0.15 -1.09 —-0.11 -2.21 0.01 2.02 1.24 -283 -28.5 277 277 -26.8
MN64 MH26 4245.3 1.28 0.02 —0.24 —0.66 —0.15 -2.06  0.02 1.63 091 -282 -292 -274 -27.6 -263
MN68 MH26 4266.0 — — — — — — — — — =275 282 273 -269 -26.3
MN70 MH26 4269.3 0.07 0.09 -0.09 —0.44 -0.11 -2.50 0.04 1.62 092 276 -285 -27.1 274 -27.1
MN71 MH26 4319.7 0.10 0.32 -0.22 —0.94 —-0.05 -1.92  0.01 1.46 0.90 -273 -279 -26.8 -26.6 253
MN72 MH26 4323.5 0.08 0.29 -0.30 -1.03 —0.05 -1.89  0.02 1.47 1.03 278 -28.0 —274 272 256
MNS85 MH27 4838.3 0.66 0.02 —0.28 -1.37 —-0.05 -2.15  0.01 2.12 143 -282 -28.0 -273 -27.0 —253
MNS88 MH27 4933.3 0.08 0.38 -0.22 -1.14 —0.12 -2.08  0.00 1.86 0.97 -28.8 -288 -27.8 -27.8 -273
MN89 MH27 4937.0 0.16 0.11 -0.34 -1.30 -0.07 -2.40 0.01 1.91 .12 -283 -29.0 -27.6 -27.6 —26.8
MNO95 MH29 4847.9 0.19 0.05 -0.26 -1.27 -0.11 -2.35  0.01 1.93 1.15 284 -289 -27.5 274 -264
MN97 MH29 4852.8 0.07 0.27 -0.24 -1.22 —-0.09 -2.25 0.01 2.06 1.29 -28.1 -28.0 -273 -283 -269

HPI— 2F 6 8 HPP—R - 240 DBT/PHE—— R FUEMY/AE; VRye—H HEAE R 2 1 9B A S T3¢

HA — & 5tHk (Qiao et al., 2024) . (Peters et al., 2007) , 75 B 2B BEATS BE 9 R R K 1, o
WAL, 46K 22 B0k S A K Y v = R Y - B FUIRE 7~ 1 5 AR B PR ——g 1h 9 28 (hn Ak G ) 7E T
NEBE. T g8 D ke R 2 R R T OE R B R FRKAR H il i R B0 3 o0 3 g i DX XUk 4 “ Rl Ak
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Fig. 6 Comprehensive identification chart for assessing organic abundance and maturity of mud shales from the southern Mahu Sag, Junggar
Basin

(a) Cross plot of TOC content vs. S;+5S,; (b) Cross plot of TOC content vs. chloroform bitumen 'A'; (¢) Cross plot of aca Cy 20S/(20S + 20R) vs.
Cyo BB/(BP + aa) steranes; (d) Cross plot of Cs, 22S/(22S+22R) vs. Cs, 22S/(22S+22R) hopane; (e) Cross plot of MPI-1 vs. MNR (modified after
Wang et al., 2021a); (f) Cross plot of F, vs. F, [F)= (3-MP + 2-MP) / (2-MP + 3-MP + 1-MP + 9-MP); F,= 2-MP / (2-MP + 3-MP + 1-MP + 9-
MP); MP = Methylphenanthrene; Qiao et al., 2024]

WA R P T A BRI K BR (1 4a@), 46©) o A Bl 40 B9 5 A 1R 2R
TERL B AL S P, WA S RS T PR S (Peters et al,, 2007), AR 52 5 32 W 9l 748
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Fig. 7 Identification diagram for organic matter characteristics of mud shales from the Fengcheng Formation, southern Mahu Sag, Junggar

Basin

(a) Cross plot of T, vs. hydrogen index; (b) Cross plot of TOC vs. S,

Wy UL AR LT I TG BTk, 3X 5 U0 A 1T AR B
TAEY A2 KB W T SR AT

Paqmﬁﬂﬁqﬂméﬁigiﬁh‘%#uﬁﬂﬁm *
TR S K0, 3 H Paq< 0.1 45 /5 Bl T R W A
Paq }y 0.1~0.4 18 3% #E /K AH ) #f 7% , Paq y 0.4~1.0
W) sz e LK 7 i K BB AH ) (Ficken et al., 2000) . B
L Paq £ 75 T 0.4 ~1.0, £ WA ML 3 E I8 T U0
IKAF I KAAEY) . Paq 5 ACL &2 i 3 fAH G (R =
0.97; &l 8), 15 B 7K A5 Hl ) /8 2% 5 i VR s S5 R )
AZ AT B B i DL B K i 56 &R . Ak, TARCBE
TR e 55 R oK Ae R 28 EROVR VI AR W LG {ED) B n-Cio/n-
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Fig.8 Cross plot of ACL vs. Paq for mud shales from the

Fengcheng Formation, southern Mahu Sag, Junggar Basin, China

KT Cyo M FEBE S 0 A TR . 5 5% 40 0 S W b 4 Ak 4
W BB E #5784 (Peters et al., 2007; Volkman et al.,
2015) . MRS AES A I B E W E R KL EY
([l 4 2@, 46@), HHh Cy FE bt 1 32 M7, 2 W Bl
A RR A A HLIE A T B BTHR, C 7 e AH X 5
BT Co Bt WG /R B+ W) £ 5 e
I T 1 5 (Peters et al., 2007) ; EL A0 25 W 4 48 35 3 757
AR /R IR AR A3 2, FEAR SR 3 £ 40 241 B IR
£ 43 46,15 40 7 19 5 72 ( Sinninghe Damsté et al., 1995),
ﬁﬁ*ﬁﬁﬁﬁiT*/\*’ﬂ%lﬁ@kiﬁzkﬁo

W H NN Cyy f 8 . Cos (8 BE Coy 185 452 43 31 1T
f6 7R BEUE BN . R U A P 5 R ) Y i A (Peters
et al., 2007) . B 5% FF il H Co HS 8 AH X Cyy 85 52 5
Cos £ Jot 52 B M0 o s 32 3, E 1 Sy i U v 25 AL ) B
AR HEEE R T E . B R Cy (8 b AR A
il V5 e S AR, A AT OR IR TR S K AR AR ) 5 TR 28
(Volkman et al., 2015) . 2% J& 2| & i b B8 ) b 11 Bk
& INHIZ X R Y Cy 88 ke TR A T 1E Y
TEUEE S, i AR B VR R A AR 0 R A

g5 LT IR, AR AR A W bR A )RR AR A s 45 2 Tt
R AT S UK PR AR A A L TR B
A ZAE R, I R R v S AR X AR A L
DRI A BR .
423 kA FHEBERWGIERE

TETFFT AR o 4G v =AY 1,3,6,7-P0 FF
FZ5(1,3,6,7-TeMN) , iZ A6 A W /2 A= W0 R U5 A b s
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¥ (Peters et al., 2007) .k ik J& (Cadalene) 3= 2 2k Ji brEW LB PR 2 8 ge, (H H el — 58k 2
T 445 45 4 (Otto and Wilde, 2001), W 7] RESRIE T & T A A PR . AFEAE o 5 i o h = H
B LD MR R A ) (van Aarssen et al., 2000),  FEZ5 (TMNs) 3 f& 5 BERAR (181 5), S e Bl T 5 55 A
HAEIJLFI AR YA, RHEEHD PrxE A AL STk A BE . R, log(1,2,7-TMN/1,3,7-
XA —EsTik. SULFE, 38 T#R-FEY TMN)) 5 log(1,2,5-TMN/1,3,6-TMN) =~ [i] %5 55 i) £&
i) 45 s (Retene) F1 76 52 PN F1) 45 ( Simonellite) (Simoneit 1 5 £ (R*=0.27; [&] 9a), & B ¥ 7 4 ¥ It A6 WF 52 B
etal., 1986) & ] REVR H ¥ 2K B Rk &4 (Wenet S A REEEA VLA EERIE., X— AR5 H
al., 2000) 78 #F & v & AR, 2 AR 1 P 1) T ik FI ot 1 57 3 ke 2% T 48 7 1) 9 F AR 0 A B R 4508
55 . AR A HPL A HPP L 37 35 FRIAIR . 30, 5 S 00T R R B i A T
RAE12,7-=HRZE(1,2,7-TMN) 5 12,5-=H 3 BEEYEL.
25 (1,2,5-TMN) A Ay B 1 40 0 i V5L 2 258 A 400 i A
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a—log(1,2,5-TMN/1,3,6-TMN) 5 Log(1,2,7-TMN/1,3,7-TMN) 35 i[. &l ; b—log(1,2,5-TMN/1,3,6-TMN) 5 log(1-MP/9-MP) 32 il" [& ( Budzinski et al., 1995)
Ko HERGHTEBXAMARTE = FEERILHE
Fig. 9 Cross-plots of trimethylnaphthalene ratios for mud shales from the Fengcheng Formation, southen Mahu Sag, Junggar Basin

(a) Cross plot of log (1,2,7-TMN/1,3,7-TMN) vs. log (1,2,5-TMN/1,3,6-TMN); (b) Cross plot of log (1,2,5-TMN/1,3,6-TMN) vs. log (1-MP/9-
MP) (Budzinski et al., 1995)

Budzinski et al.(1995) 4 i} 9-H1 BEJE (9-MP) #1 1- ¥y, Bili 50 i S5 AFL ) 100 DR AT PR o 8 4 0 Bl [ 3 % &2
FIEFECI-MP) 3515 T —T AURNI B TR AR A OC; B A7 & AL B 0 2 R P 90, i e . 05 &
log(1-MP/9-MP) 5 log(1,2,5-TMN/1,3,6-TMN) £ 32 i AR W TR A 601°C 32 AR (1K 10a, 10b) .
E(FE 9b) 7R, KREZHRES S T2 T XK, [ %7508 A 1 AR AR i e b /2 v i [ 07 R 43
BE S H5 Bl A WL 5T Bk 45K A9 TN 3R (Zheng et al,,  MEMLAE, FKOTAHLT N A DU, 5 B o0E 8055 .
2022) . BT MR 0°C R JF A R 6°C 1 i B 4 i

Zi B RTIR, R R 5 DY B 0 AR WA AR R AR FE b B AR A T B A AR I T Ol AH ) A BL BT X 8K
o B — 3, LR UE ST 3 R b XX A A HIL R (& 10b) o Sy 3 — 25 HU 50 ¥ A 5 Bl AR A HL BT A9 5T
B R T g Eh w2, Bl IR A OO0 HOE 87 i fik , BIF 5% K H Sofer(1984) 4 i Y 45 #1455 CV[CV=

W) XA RS A AL ST ERE N TR . —2.53%8"Chy e +2.22%07Cs = 1o —11.65], I LL CV=0.47
424 kBRI E ML Ve AR 4GS AR TRAY RE . BRARZHAS

ik [ 437 28 20 1A 7S B A BIL SOk R 5 10 BR B (9 CV AR T 1% B AR, ¥ 45 16 78 M AR YR O 32 (151 10b),
RO T OCHE Y MU ER AL A0 PSS X IR WA EL TR A R e 0 B R R S AR Y TR A7 3R 3 R AR
W ROTEA oy B [ r 3R BEAT T RGO HT, SRR BRI B RN BRI HCO AR i I 2 &
WA BILJS B 52 — 5 i PR A PR A 5 F 0"C i 45 I % (Cao et al., 2020), CV fi K 14 14 #

S R YRR R AL R B (6°C) A Fl S ) AR T REOR 32 B T AORAE FT S R RO 1Y B 3 R
)RR U Y TR A 2 A LR AE — 3K (Peters et WA, T Al B 40 R B A A LT A BE R A (Collister
al., 2007), WAL /R A LI F 2RI TR KA 4E and Wavrek, 1996) o PRI # 0 st b I 3 45 75 1 47 >k
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Correlation of tricyclic terpane fingerprints between mud shales from the Fengcheng Formation, southern Mahu Sag, Junggar Basin,

(a) Cross plot of C,,/C,, vs. C,y/Cy; tricyclic terpane; (b) Cross plot of C,¢/Cys tricyclic terpane vs. C;;R/Cs hopane (modified after Peters et al.,

2007)
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Fig. 13 Identification of the depositional environment and redox conditions of mud shales from the Fengcheng Formation, southern Mahu Sag,

Junggar Basin

(a) Cross plot of Ph/n-C 4 vs. Pr/n-C,; (b) Cross plot of gammacerane / C;, hopane vs. Pr/Ph
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5P K 5 (Peters et al., 2007), H A7 38 4 7T g5
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T b DXXUS 2 T AR K A4 43 )22 RGF, IR 2 KA T 38
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Fig. 14 Identification of the depositional environment of mud shales from the Fengcheng Formation, southern Mahu Sag, Junggar Basin

(a) Cross plot of TOC content vs. TS; (b) Cross plot of ETR vs. gammacerane / C;, hopane
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Fig. 15 Identification of the paleosalinity of mud shales from the Fengcheng Formation, southern Mahu Sag, Junggar Basin
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