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Table 1  Altitudes and temperatures of the upper limits of dark coniferous forest zones
in some mountainous regions of China
m C
N E m 1 7
1 52922 123°20" 1397 1100 -23.5 16.3 -4.3 40.2
2 51°50" 122°02' 1520 1200 -23.0 16.1 -4.2 39.4
3 51°06' 122°06' 1451 1300 -22.2 15.8 -3.8 38.2
4 51°04' 121°20" 1350 1320 -22.1 16.0 -3.9 38.3
5 50°05" 121°55' 1396 1380 -21.3 15.6 -3.3 36.9
6 48°05' 88°10’ 3351 2300 -13.8 12.2 -0.9 26.0
7 46°38’ 12828’ 1429 1100 -19.2 16.7 -0.8 35.9
8 4423’ 128°15' 1687 1500 -18.9 15.0 -1.5 33.9
9 43°48’ 8820’ 5445 2700 -11.1 10.8 -0.4 21.9
10 43923’ 8121’ 3633 2500 -9.0 11.8 1.4 20.8
11 43°22' 87°15' 3465 2800 -11.2 10.5 -0.4 21.7
12 43°04’ 94°20’ 4886 2500 -12.3 13.6 0.8 25.9
13 42°02' 128°02' 2691 1800 -19.1 14.1 -1.6 33.2
14 39°56" 115°03' 2870 2400 -14.2 13.3 -0.5 27.5
15 39°05' 113°34' 3058 2700 -14.1 12.1 -0.8 26.2
16 38°50" 105°57" 3554 3000 -12.9 12.0 -0.2 24.9
17 38°46' 99°50’ 3238 3300 -12.0 11.0 -0.5 23.0
18 37°54' 113°30" 2831 2600 -11.8 13.4 1.0 25.2
19 37°36' 76°27" 3737 3600 -10.0 10.3 0.2 20.3
20 36°50" 102°40" 4143 3200 -10.6 11.5 0.9 22.1
21 35°42' 104°02' 3616 3100 -9.6 12.3 1.6 21.9
22 34°54' 100°28' 4446 3800 -10.7 9.7 -0.2 20.4
23 34°07" 104°50" 3312 3000 -8.3 12.5 2.4 20.8
24 33°57" 107°46' 3767 3400 -9.9 10.1 0.2 20.0
25 33°57" 107°46' 3767 3400 -9.7 10.2 0.3 19.9
26 31°58' 98°57" 5654 4100 -8.9 9.1 0.3 18.0
27 31°27" 103°10’ 5714 4000 -7.9 7.6 -0.1 15.5
28 31226 110°18’ 3150 3150 -6.3 11.5 2.6 17.8
29 31°09' 97°17" 5208 4700 -10.8 5.9 -2.1 16.7
30 30°17" 99°34' 5833 4200 -6.9 8.5 1.1 15.4
31 30°04" 101°48’ 4962 4000 -5.9 9.0 2.0 14.9
32 29°52" 95°45' 6250 4100 -7.5 9.3 1.0 16.8
33 29°52' 102°16' 3782 3200 -5.4 11.5 3.3 17.1
34 29°43' 98°00" 5376 4300 -7.3 7.7 0.7 15.0
35 29°38’ 94°37’ 5250 4300 -7.6 8.6 0.5 16.2
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m C
N E m 1 7
36 29°35" 101°53' 7556 3800 -6.6 8.7 1.2 16.3
37 29229’ 95°00’ 5250 3800 -4.6 11.0 3.4 15.7
38 29°13' 94°12' 4984 4000 -5.7 10.3 2.5 16.0
39 28°40" 97°28’ 6005 4400 -5.6 9.4 1.9 15.0
40 28°38' 100°17' 5044 4300 -6.3 7.1 0.6 13.4
41 28°24' 85°20" 5680 4000 -5.6 9.5 2.1 15.1
42 28°00" 85°59" 5324 4100 -5.9 9.0 1.6 14.9
43 28°00" 9825’ 4586 3500 -2.3 11.3 4.8 13.7
44 27°54" 103°15' 4076 3700 -4.6 8.6 2.4 13.6
45 27°50" 87°24' 5346 4000 -5.2 9.5 2.2 14.7
46 27°40" 91°45’ 4621 4100 -5.3 8.8 1.8 14.1
47 27°36' 98°53’ 4187 3700 -2.7 10.3 3.9 13.0
48 27°33' 102°21" 4358 3800 -2.6 9.8 4.1 12.4
49 27°29' 88°54" 5708 4000 -4.9 9.4 2.4 14.3
50 27°13’ 103°05’ 4040 3700 -2.1 9.6 3.9 11.9
51 27°06' 100°10" 5596 4200 -4.9 6.9 1.4 11.8
52 23928’ 122°57" 3950 3600 -0.1 8.1 4.6 8.2
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Table 2 Altitudes and average temperatures of the forest line in a part of meteorological stations in China
N E m !
m C C C C o m 0y m
1 49013 119°45' 612.9 | 1500 | -21.0 15.2 -3.11 36.2 600 -900 2900 1400
2 49°10 125°13' 222.3 | 1400 | -21.2 15.1 -3.1| 363 1200 -200 3000 1600
3 47°44' 88°05" 735.1 | 2200 | -13.2 13.1 -0.31] 26.5 2600 400 3200 1000
4 46°44' 83°00 548 2200 | -9.7 12.5 0.6 | 22.2 2800 600 3400 1200
5 45°41" 126°37 171.1 | 1600 | -20.0 14.6 -2.6| 34.6 1500 -100 3200 1600
6 45°36' 81°51" 427 2400 | -10.5 11.9 0.2 2.4 3000 600 3600 1200
7 45°22' 90°32 1650.1 | 2200 | -12.0 12.3 0.0 | 243 2800 600 3800 1600
8 43°57' 81°20' 662.5 | 2600 | -9.5 11.1 0.7 20.6 3200 600 3600 1000
9 43°36' 122°16' 178.5 | 2600 | -10.8 11.6 0.2 2.4 3200 600 3900 1300
10 43°54' 87°28' 653.5 | 1800 | -19.2 14.2 -2.0 33.6 1800 0 3400 1600
11 43°54" 125°13' 236.8 | 2200 | -18.9 14.0 -2.2| 329 2200 0 3500 1300
12 43°51" 116°05" 989.5 | 2400 | -17.1 13.4 -1.6| 30.5 2500 100 3400 1000
13 43°39" | 112°00" | 964.8 | 2000 | -18.2 14.2 -1.6| 32.4 2100 100 3500 1500
14 42°53' 129°28' 176.8 | 1900 | -19.7 13.5 -2.5| 332 1800 - 100 3300 1400
15 42°49' 93°31" 737.9 | 2900 | -13.0 11.7 -0.5| 4.7 3300 400 4200 1300
16 42°16' 118°58" 571.1 | 2200 | -16.0 13.9 -1.21 29.9 2400 200 3600 1400
17 42°13' 101°22 935.5 | 2900 | -13.7 12.6 -041 263 3300 400 4300 1400
18 41°46’ 123°26" 41.6 2100 | -18.0 13.3 -1.7| 313 2200 100 3600 1500
19 41°45' 86°08" 931.5 | 3100 | -10.7 10.9 0.8 | 21.3 3700 600 4400 1300
20 41°43' 82°57" 1099 | 2900 | -14.0 12.5 -0.8] 26.5 3300 400 4400 1500
21 41°43' 126°55" 332.5 | 3200 -10.5 11.2 0.5 21.7 3700 500 4500 1300
22 41°43' 104°00" 953.5 | 2000 | -19.6 13.2 -2.4 32.8 2000 -200 3600 1600
23 41°38' 96°53' 1962.7 | 3000 | -12.4 12.0 -03| 24.4 3400 400 4300 1300
24 40049 111°41" | 1063.3 | 2600 | -16.1 12.7 -1.3| 28.8 2800 200 3700 1100
25 40°20" 107°00" | 1055.1 | 2900 | -14.1 12.4 -0.7| 26.5 3200 300 4200 1300
26 40°08' 94047 1138.7 | 3300 | -11.6 11.9 0.3 | 235 3700 400 4600 1300
27 39°50" 109°59" | 1460.4 | 2800 | -14.5 12.3 1.3 26.8 3500 700 4200 1400
28 39°48' 116°28' 31.2 2400 | -14.9 13.2 0.8 28.1 2700 300 3800 1400
29 3946’ 98°31" 1477.2 | 3200 | -11.9 11.7 -0.1| 23.6 3600 400 4400 1200
30 39°28' 75°59" 1288.7 | 3400 | -9.4 11.5 1.0 | 20.9 4000 600 5000 1600
31 39°02' 88°10’ 888.3 | 3500 | -10.5 10.8 0.5 21.3 4000 500 5100 1600
32 38°56" | 100°35" | 1482.7 | 3100 | -11.5 11.9 0.4 | 23.4 3600 500 4400 1300
33 38°50" 9323’ 2733 3500 | -12.7 11.2 -04 | 239 3900 400 5200 1700
34 38°48' 121°13' 15.6 2700 | -15.6 11.6 -0.6 | 27.2 3100 400 3900 1200
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" m C C C C o m 0y m
35 38°43" | 103°06 1367 | 3200 | -12.5 11.7 -0.1| 24.2 3600 400 4500 1300
36 38°31" | 106°16" | 1111.5 | 3100 | -12.4 11.7 -03| 24.1 3500 400 4300 1200
37 38222 90°09" | 3138.5 | 3400 | -12.7 11.2 -04| 239 3800 400 5200 1800
38 37°47" | 112°33" | 777.9 | 2800 | -12.8 12.0 -0.1| 24.8 3300 500 4000 1200
39 37°08' 79°56' 1374.6 | 3600 | -8.8 11.0 1.2 | 19.8 4300 700 5400 1800
40 37°04" | 114°30" 76.8 | 2700 | -11.5 12.3 0.1 | 23.8 3200 500 4000 1300
41 36°45" | 101°38" | 2296.2 | 3300 | -10.2 10.8 0.7 | 21.0 4000 700 4500 1200
42 36°%41" | 116°59' 53 2900 | -12.7 11.8 -03| 245 3400 500 4200 1300
43 36°36" | 109°30" | 957.6 | 3000 | -11.6 11.4 0.2 | 23.0 3600 600 4300 1300
44 36720 08°02" | 3191.1 | 3700 | -12.2 11.6 0.1 | 23.8 4200 500 5000 1300
45 36°12' 94°38" | 2806.1 | 3800 | -11.4 10.9 02 | 223 4300 500 5200 1400
46 36°04" | 120°19 82.2 | 2800 | -12.0 12.2 02 | 242 3400 600 4100 1300
47 36°03" | 103°53" | 1517.2 | 3300 | -10.6 11.1 0.5 | 21.7 3900 600 4400 1100
48 35925" | 106°38" | 1346.6 | 3100 | -10.3 11.2 0.6 | 21.5 3800 700 4500 1400
49 34055 103°04 2887 | 3200 | -13.6 8.9 -1.41] 225 4000 800 4500 1300
50 34°43" | 113°39" 110.4 | 3100 | -10.0 11.6 0.8 | 21.6 3800 700 4400 1300
51 34°18" | 118°56" | 396.9 | 3200 | -9.9 11.2 0.8 | 21.1 4000 800 4600 1400
52 417" | 118 43 3100 | -10.4 11.7 0.6 | 22.1 3800 700 4400 1300
53 33°48' 99°48" | 3967.5 | 3800 | -12.9 9.8 -0.2] 22.7 4300 500 4900 1100
54 3346" | 120°15' 1.9 3200 | -10.3 11.1 0.5 | 21.4 3900 700 4200 1000
55 33923" | 104°41" | 1070.1 | 3400 | -8.8 10.3 0.9 | 19.1 4400 1000 4700 1300
56 33°06 96°45" | 3702.6 | 4000 | -8.9 10.4 1.1 19.3 4700 700 5200 1200
57 33°04" | 107°02" | 508.3 | 3300 | -8.7 10.7 1.1 19.4 4300 1000 4700 1400
58 33°04" | 112°35' 129.8 | 3200 | -8.2 11.0 0.9 | 19.2 4000 800 4300 1100
59 32056" | 115°50" 31.2 | 3300 -9.4 11.1 0.9 | 20.5 4100 800 4400 1100
60 32943" | 109°02' 250 3400 | -8.9 10.5 0.8 | 19.4 4200 800 4500 1100
61 32°000" | 11848’ 8.9 3400 | -9.0 10.7 1.0 | 19.7 4200 800 4300 900
62 31051 | 17°17 23.6 | 3400 | -9.8 10.4 0.7 | 20.2 4200 800 4300 900
63 31°38' 99°59" | 3393.5 | 4100 | -6.8 9.5 1.8 | 16.3 4900 800 5100 1000
o4 31°16" | 107°28' 345 3500 | -6.6 10.2 1.8 | 16.8 4600 1100 4500 1000
65 31011 96°59" | 3240.7 | 4100 | -6.9 9.8 1.9 | 16.7 4800 700 5300 1200
66 31°10" | 121°26" 4.5 3400 | -8.3 10.5 1.3 18.8 4200 800 4100 700
67 30°42" | 111°05" 70 3600 | -7.7 10.2 1.3 17.9 4600 1000 4400 800
68 30°40" | 104°01" | 505.9 | 3500 | -7.0 9.5 1.5 16.5 4700 1200 4800 1300
69 30°38" | 114°04' 23.3 | 3600 -7.9 9.8 1.2 | 17.7 4500 900 4300 700
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m C C C C o m 0 m m
70 30°016" | 109°22" | 437.2 | 3600 | -7.0 9.5 1.5 | 16.5 4700 900 4400 800
71 29042 91°08' 3658 | 4600 | -5.0 9.4 2.7 | 14.4 5300 900 5600 1000
72 29°31" | 106°29" | 351.1 | 3700 | -5.7 10.2 2.2 | 159 4900 1200 4600 900
73 28°058" | 118°52' 66.1 | 3700 | -6.3 9.5 2.0 | 15.8 4800 1100 4200 500
74 28°49" | 104°32" | 340.8 | 3800 | -5.3 9.6 2.3 14.9 4900 1100 4700 900
75 28°40" | 115°58' 46.7 | 3700 | -5.9 9.5 2.1 15.4 4800 1100 4300 600
76 28°12" | 113°04' 4.5 | 3800| -5.6 8.9 2.0 | 145 4900 1100 4400 600
77 27°53" | 102°18" | 1590.7 | 4000 | -3.7 8.7 29 | 124 5100 1100 4700 700
78 27°27" | 109°38" | 266.5 | 3800 | -4.1 9.0 2.6 | 13.1 5000 1200 4600 800
79 27°20" | 117°28' 191.3 | 3800 | -4.6 8.3 2.3 12.9 4900 1100 4400 600
80 26°52" | 100726" | 2393.2 | 4000 | -3.3 8.1 2.7 11.4 5100 1100 4700 700
81 26052" | 104°17 2237 | 3900 | -3.3 8.4 2.6 | 11.7 5100 1200 4800 900
82 26°30" | 106°37" 1150 | 4000 | -2.7 8.2 2.9 | 10.9 5200 1200 4800 800
83 26°05" | 119°17' 84 3900 | -3.6 7.8 2.7 11.4 5100 1200 4500 600
84 25°50" 114°50' 123.8 | 3900 | -2.9 8.3 3.0 | 11.2 5200 1300 4600 700
85 25945" | 112°59" 184.9 | 4000 | -3.4 7.8 2.7 | 11.2 5200 1200 4700 700
86 250" | 110°18’ 166.7 | 4000 | -1.9 8.0 3.1 9.9 5200 1200 4700 700
87 25°07" 98°29' 1647.8 | 3900 | -1.5 8.1 3.3 9.6 5200 1300 4800 900
88 25°03" | 121°13' 48 3800 | -3.3 7.5 2.8 | 10.8 5000 1200 4500 700
89 25°01" | 102°41" | 1891.4 | 4000 | -1.5 7.2 3.5 8.7 5300 1300 5000 1000
0 24°31" | 118°09' 40 4000 | -1.8 7.1 3.1 8.9 5300 1300 4700 700
91 23°55" | 106°32' 163 4100 | -0.1 7.2 3.7 7.3 5500 1500 5100 1000
92 23929" | 111°18' 119 4100 | -0.2 7.0 3.7 7.2 5400 1300 4900 800
93 2321" | 116°40 4.0 4100 | -0.7 6.8 3.5 7.5 5500 1400 4900 800
94 23°08" | 113°19' 6.3 4100 | -0.5 6.9 3.5 7.4 5500 1400 4900 800
95 22°49" | 108°21" 75 4100 0.8 7.3 4.0 6.5 5500 1400 5000 900
9 22°40" | 101°24" | 1302.1 | 4000 0.1 7.4 4.0 7.3 5500 1500 4900 900
97 22°30" | 103°57 132 4100 0.9 7.1 4.1 6.2 5600 1500 5000 900
98 22°28" | 120°20" 8 3900 0.2 6.1 3.6 6.3 5300 1400 4700 800
9 22019 | 114°10° 66 3800 1.2 7.2 4.3 6.0 5300 1500 4800 1000
100 21°52" | 111°58' 23.3 | 4100 -0.2 6.7 3.8 6.9 5500 1400 4900 800
101 20°00" | 110°25" 14.1 | 4200 1.9 6.0 4.3 4.1 5700 1500 5100 900
102 16°50" | 112°20" 4.9 4200 4.1 5.8 4.9 1.7 5800 1600 5200 1000
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FEATURES OF SPACE DISTRIBUTION OF THE FOREST LINE
AND RELATIONS BETWEEN THE FOREST LINE AND CLIMATIC
LIMIT OF PERMAFROST AND CLIMATIC SNOWLINE IN CHINA

JIANG Fu-chu' 2 WU Xi-hao' 2 WANG Shu-bin' 2

FU Jian-li' WANG Yan' ZHAO Zhi-zhong'

1. Institute of Geomechanics ~ Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences  Beijing 100081 2. State Key Laboratory of
Loess and Quaternary Geology  Institute of Earth Environment — Chinese Academy of Sciences ~ Xi’an 710075  Shaanxi

Abstract The altitude of the forest line that is generally marked by the upper limit of the dark coniferous
forest zone in the vertical zones of natural vegetation is controlled by the temperatures and their annual
range. In this paper based mainly on the heights above sea level of the upper limits of the modern dark

coniferous forest zones in some mountainous regions and the climatic data obtained from 102

% Deceased.
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meteorological stations in China the theoretic altitude of the forest line has been calculated and maps
showing the altitude isolines of the forest line the isolines of height differences between the permafrost
limits and the forest line and the isolines of height differences between the modemn climatic snowline and
the forest line in China have been constructed respectively. On that basis  the primary features of spatial
distribution of the forest line in China and its relations with the permafrost limits and climatic snowline are
discussed.

Key words forest line dark coniferous forest zone features of distribution permafrost limit ~ climatic

snowline
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